KNOWLEDGE OR ACTION?
jewski adequately understood the fundamental problem of our transitional era. Dostojewski had the world of Russia before his eyes and especially the Revolution. He saw much but he did not see the Whole."
"I thought Goethe might have served you as a guide," I broke in, "because who else has so clearly traced the transition from thought to action, and who else has lived both the one and the other as he has done?"
He immediately left his own line of thought and followed mine. "Goethe's school of human conduct was the small Court and its officials. That helped him, but only up to a certain point. In the second part of Faust he becomes political; but in practice he remains the superman, as before. He rules; he commands. Great plans, despising everything small And at the same time striving to remain sound. For me the question was: How does he present our century? It is a great transitional time. We have no repose, no fixed and definite Weltanschauung such as the middle ages evolved when they were at their best. The modern era began with the criticising Reformation, in the religious sphere, the revolution against the Church, which was a great
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